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The Book of Revelation 
Part 20 

Chapters 17 & 18: Babylon the Great 
 

Foundation Scriptures 
Joh 17:15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil.  
Isa 43:2  When thou passest through the waters, I [will be] with thee; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee.  
Rev 21:7  He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.  
Rom 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  
Rev 12:11  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death.  
Dan 12:10  Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and 
none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.  
 

A. Description of Babylon 
1. Mystery Babylon – the great harlot 

Rev 17:1  And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and 
talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the 
great whore that sitteth upon many waters:  
Rev 17:2  With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the 
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.  
Rev 17:3  So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman 
sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads 
and ten horns.  
Rev 17:4  And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with 
gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of 
abominations and filthiness of her fornication:  
Rev 17:5  And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  

2. War with the Lamb 
Rev 17:6  And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.  
Rev 17:7  And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the 
mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads 
and ten horns.  
Rev 17:8  The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the 
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, 
whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, 
when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. . 
Rev 17:9  And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven 
mountains, on which the woman sitteth.  
Rev 17:10  And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, [and] the other is not 
yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.  
Rev 17:11  And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the 
seven, and goeth into perdition.  

Five are fallen:                        Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persian, Greek. 
Sixth: One is:  Rome  Seventh: One is not yet come: Fascism (Nazi Germany) 
Eight is of the seven:               Revived Fascism (e.g. neo-nazi) 
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Rev 17:12  And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received 
no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.  
Rev 17:13  These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the 
beast.  
Rev 17:14  These (i.e., the beast and the ten kings) shall make war with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that 
are with him [are] called, and chosen, and faithful.  

3. Babylon – that great city 
Rev 17:15  And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore 
sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.  
Rev 17:16  And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the 
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her 
with fire.  
Rev 17:17  For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their 
kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.  
Rev 17:18  the woman which you saw is that great city, which reigns over the kings 
of the earth. 

  Notes 
Rev 12:3  And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. (satan) 
Rev 13:1  And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads 
the name of blasphemy. (anti-Christ) 
Rev 17:3  So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit 
upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns.  (anti-Christ) 
Rev 17:7  And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the 
mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads 
and ten horns. (anti-Christ is the eight king v11) 

 
B. The Destruction of Babylon 

1. Prophesying the Fall of Babylon 
Rev 14:8  And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 
great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication.  
Rev 16:19  And the great city (Rev 11:8 Sodom &Egypt) was divided into three parts, 
and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, 
to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.  

Rev 18:1  And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having 
great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.  
Rev 18:2  And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.  
Rev 18:3  For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, 
and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of 
the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.  

2. Come out of her 
Rev 18:4  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.  
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Rev 18:5  For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her 
iniquities.  
Rev 18:6  Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double 
according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.  
Rev 18:7  How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment 
and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and 
shall see no sorrow.  

3. The Fall of Babylon 
Rev 18:8  Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and 
famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong [is] the Lord God who 
judgeth her.  
Rev 18:9  And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived 
deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the 
smoke of her burning,  
Rev 18:10  Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great 
city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come.  
Rev 18:11  And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man 
buyeth their merchandise any more:  
Rev 18:12  The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, 
and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner 
vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and 
iron, and marble,  
Rev 18:13  And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, 
and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, 
and slaves, and souls of men.  
Rev 18:14  And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all 
things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them 
no more at all.  
Rev 18:15  The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand 
afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing,  
Rev 18:16  And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and 
purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!  
Rev 18:17  For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, 
and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,  
Rev 18:18  And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What [city is] 
like unto this great city!  
Rev 18:19  And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, 
Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by 
reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.  
Rev 18:20 Rejoice over her, heaven, apostles and prophets for God has avenged you 
on her. 
Rev 18:21  And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast [it] 
into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, 
and shall be found no more at all.  
Rev 18:22  And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, 
shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft [he be], 
shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more 
at all in thee;  
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Rev 18:23  And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of 
the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy 
merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations 
deceived.  
Rev 18:24  And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that 
were slain upon the earth.  

Note: Compare with Rev 17:6  And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the 
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: 

C. Purging 
1. Overview of Purging 

Mal 3:3  And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 
righteousness.  
Mat 3:12  Whose fan [is] in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his 
wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.  
Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every [branch] that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.  

2. Personal Purging 
2Co 5:17  Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new.  
Joh 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
[then] are ye my disciples indeed;  
Joh 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  
Pro 18:21  Death and life [are] in the power of the tongue:  
Jam 3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same [is] a 
perfect man, [and] able also to bridle the whole body.  
Jam 3:4  Behold also the ships, which though [they be] so great, and [are] driven of fierce 
winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.  
Mat 22:37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. Mat 22:39  And thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  

3. The Goal of Personal Purging 
Mat 13:30  Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the 
wheat into my barn.  
2Ti 2:21  If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, [and] prepared unto every good work.  
1Jo 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world.  
2Ti 1:7  God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, of love, and of a sound mind.  
2Ti 1:10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:  
1Co 15:51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  
1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
1Th 4:17  Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  
1Jo 3:2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  
1Jo 3:3  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.  


